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BioDIVERSA STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND INNOVATION AGENDA:
OPEN CONSULTATION

IMPORTANT NOTICE
To submit your responses, please use the online form available here:
https://goo.gl/forms/XGr72xVpHUIzJc372

Thank you for your interest in the Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA) of BiodivERsA.

BiodivERSA is a network of 32 agencies and ministries from 21 European countries programming and
funding research on biodiversity, ecosystem services and Nature-based solutions on a competitive
basis. Created in 2005, BiodivERsA is an ERA-NET supported under the EU’s Horizon 2020
Framework Programme for Research and Innovation.

You can find the current version of the SRIA here. Please consult it before responding to the present
questionnaire. You will also find the template for the overall questionnaire here, which can be used to
prepare your answers before copying them in the online form. .

OBJECTIVES OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE

The BiodivERsA Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA) has been prepared by the
network’s coordination team and all partners, with suggested inputs from the BiodivERsA Advisory
Board, between January and June 2016. The first version of this SRIA has been adopted by the
General Assembly of BiodivERsA partners and is now open for a wider consultation to retrieve
feedbacks on its contents from a wider spectrum of academic and non-academic stakeholders of the
field, and give the opportunity to contribute to proposed priorities, their relevance and expected
impacts. The inputs received will go through a consolidation phase, involving the synthesis of
responses and a review by the Executive Board of BiodivERsA, before the adoption of the final SRIA
by the General Assembly.

This consultation will be open until October 14", 2016. If you have any questions regarding this
consultation, including technical problems, please contact frederic.lemaitre@fondationbiodiversite.fr.
For more information about BiodivERSA, please visit our website.

Thank you for taking the time to contribute to this consultation.
QUESTIONNAIRE
1) Respondent information

a. Name
Dominique Darmendralil
b. Organisation

ANR

c. Email address
dominique.darmendrail@agencerecherche.fr

d. Type of respondent (select from list)

Other
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http://www.biodiversa.org/
http://www.biodiversa.org/939/download
http://www.biodiversa.org/940/download
http://www.biodiversa.org/

2)

Introduction

a.

Do you consider the general scope of the BiodivERsA SRIA to be appropriate for the
research domain, and/or from a socio-economic perspective?

O O O ® O

Any comments?

Overall the scope of the document is appropriate for the research domain, and
RDI actions on the areas identified under each theme would undoubtedly
contribute to protecting biodiversity and to supporting policy makers in natural
resource management.

However, the document should focus more on bioeconomy (increasing
importance of bioeconomy in European growth and innovation, and potential
impacts on biodiversity as a consequence of water/ land use intensification).
Decision making needs to be well prepared to respond to emerging

Do you agree that biodiversity should be considered both a natural heritage and an important
asset for Nature-based solutions aimed at tackling societal challenges?

O O ® O O

Any comments?

Yes, biodiversity is both a source of natural heritage in habitats and a source
of nature-based solutions.

It's of primary importance to emphasize the role of Biodiversity as an asset for
Ecosystem Services (ES) and Nature-Based Solutions (NBS). Ecological
status and biodiversity status should be evaluated side by side with ES, NBS
and other uses of nature in order to evaluate sustainability of uses.

To what extent do you agree with the definitions, approaches and main issues presented in
parts a. to c. of the introduction, and what could be missing?

O O O ® O

Any comments?

The specific context of the document is very well-explained in the first section.
The "definitions” box allows the reader to have a good understanding of the
scope of the domain and all key references have been integrated.

We suggest the inclusion of a definition on"green engineering approaches" as
green engineering is mentioned a few times in the document and it is closely
related to nature-based solutions. A short reference to "ecological
engineering” would also be useful to enrich the section on views on
biodiversity and its relations with humans (pages 11 and 12).
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d. To what extent do you agree with the vision and objectives of BiodivERsSA as presented in

box 2, and what could be missing?

O O O O ®

Any comments?

Suggestion to modify the format of the presentation by clearly stating the
overall goal of BIODIVERSA, followed by expected outcomes and indicators
of success (a short reference to the annex can be made as well).

Suggestion to modify this sentence "Among European countries, among ORs
and OCTs, and among mainland and overseas, research programmers and
funders properly..." to "European research programmers and funders".

Importance to stress the role of the initiative in coordination and alignment

AAmthsibiAaA~ INAAAAvA~ Ih tmvAmvrAma A AvA A

A fivimnAdAvA mvAamAvh s AaAaAvAI A AtA A

3) Methodology

a.

Do you see any key inputs missing in the development of this SRIA (major scientific
publications, reports or actors to be accounted for)?

Please send any supporting documents (major scientific publications or reports to be
accounted for) to frederic.lemaitre@fondationbiodiversite.fr

To what extent do you agree with the Overseas specific features and research needs
presented in box 3?7

O ® O O O

What could be missing?

Overseas regions and European outermost areas home the majority of
endemic species in the EU and they are acknowledged as being of
international importance. Furthermore, they are highly vulnerable to invasive
alien species and the impacts of climate change. Nevertheless, the specific
features of these areas are somehow overemphasized in the text. It is then
recommended to widen the geographical coverage of the document and to
simply refer to "the European Union" whilst keeping in mind that overseas and
outermost areas could be useful in the set-up of demonstration projects.
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c. Are there other European (see Table 1) or international initiatives (see Table 2) that should be
identified as important for BiodivERsA to engage with?
If so, please briefly describe the expected added value and possible joint activities.

BIODIVERSA could aim at engaging more with scientific partnerships and
networks of excellence such AlterNet or PEER (Partnership for European
Environmental Research) to identify emerging research and innovation needs,
to draft policy briefs, to promote the dissemination of results, to support the
science-policy interface or to boost inter- and trans-disciplinary research.

4) Core themes and transversal themes

a. Are the core themes and transversal themes relevant and properly covering the domain?

O O O ® O

Please comment

Good selection of core and transversal themes but, as indicated above, a
focus on bioeconomy should be made. Bioeconomy is a driver for economic
growth but also a risk for biodiversity maintenance. A core theme on
bioeconomy is therefore recommended.

There is a good balance between research and innovation across core
themes and transversal themes. Core themes 1 and 2 and transversal theme
3 are more oriented towards research actions where innovations can be
mainly achieved through the core theme 3 and transversal themes1 and 2.

b. Which of the core and transversal themes do you consider to be the most important?
1 2 3 4 5

CORE THEME #CT1:
Better knowledge on
biodiversity, its
dynamics and its
adaptation capacity O O O O @

to global change: a
basis for supporting
biodiversity
conservation and
restoration
CORE THEME #CT2:
Biodiversity: a
fundamental asset
for the functioning
and resilience of
w0 O O O @
provision of
ecosystem goods
and services, and
improvement of
human well-being
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C.

CORE THEME #CT3:
Biodiversity, a
fundamental asset
for Nature-based
solutions to pressing
societal issues and
for promoting
transition towards
sustainable socio-
economic pathways
TRANSVERSAL
THEME # TT1:
Biodiversity and
governance
TRANSVERSAL
THEME #TT2: Non-
monetary and
monetary valuation
of biodiversity and
ecosystem goods
and services
TRANSVERSAL
THEME #TT3:
Studying biodiversity
and ecosystem
services based on
long term surveys
and experiments, re-
use of existing data,
and development of
scenarios

CORE THEME #CT1:
Better knowledge on
biodiversity, its
dynamics and its
adaptation capacity
to global change: a
basis for supporting
biodiversity
conservation and
restoration
CORE THEME #CT2:
Biodiversity: a
fundamental asset
for the functioning
and resilience of
ecosystems,
provision of
ecosystem goods
and services, and
improvement of
human well-being

O O O ® O

OO O 0@

O O O O0®

O O O O0®

Do you agree with the knowledge needs identified under each theme?

1 2 3 4 5

O O O ® O

OO O 0O @

5/10



CORE THEME #CT3:
Biodiversity, a
fundamental asset
for Nature-based
solutions to pressing O O O @ O
societal issues and
for promoting
transition towards
sustainable socio-
economic pathways
TRANSVERSAL
e O O O O @
Biodiversity and
governance
TRANSVERSAL
THEME #TT2: Non-
monetary and
monetary valuation O O O @ O
of biodiversity and
ecosystem goods
and services
TRANSVERSAL
THEME #TT3:
Studying biodiversity
and ecosystem
services based on O O
long term surveys O O @
and experiments, re-
use of existing data,

and development of
scenarios

Are there other knowledge needs that should be listed?

Within « core themes » CT1: In order to improve knowledge on biodiversity
there is a need to improve work in relation to Big Data enhancing collaboration
among scientist from different institutions and backgrounds. Even if this is
mentioned in TT3, in not the “re-use” of existing data but a direct support to
build up and enhance large data bases that will directly support innovative
research questions at different spatio-temporal scales regarding biodiversity

Do you agree with the expected socio-economic impacts identified under each theme, and
are there others that should be listed?

CORE THEME #CT1:
Better knowledge on
biodiversity, its
dynamics and its
adaptation capacity O O O @ O

to global change: a
basis for supporting
biodiversity
conservation and
restoration
CORE THEME #CT2:
Biodiversity: a
fundamental asset
for the functioning
and resilience of
=’ O O O O @
provision of
ecosystem goods
and services, and
improvement of
human well-being
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CORE THEME #CT3:
Biodiversity, a
fundamental asset
for Nature-based

solutions to pressing O O O O @
societal issues and
for promoting
transition towards
sustainable socio-
economic pathways

TRANSVERSAL

e O O O O @
Biodiversity and

governance

TRANSVERSAL
THEME #TT2: Non-

monetary and

monetary valuation O O O @ O
of biodiversity and
ecosystem goods
and services
TRANSVERSAL
THEME #TT3:
Studying biodiversity
and ecosystem

services based on O O O O
long term surveys @

and experiments, re-

use of existing data,

and development of

scenarios

Are there other socio-economic impacts that should be listed?
(please identify the theme(s) concerned in your response)

For CT1: Actions will support a wide range of national, European and
international policy initiatives including the EU Biodiversity Strategy (COM
2011 - target 2): "By 2020, ecosystems and their services are maintained and
enhanced by establishing green infrastructures and restoring at least 15 per
cent of degraded ecosystems”.

For TT 2: The monetary valuation of natural goods and services will allow the
Do you/your organisation have specific areas of interest under one of the themes, or an

interest to collaborate with BiodivERsA under one of the themes?
(Please describe briefly)

Both BIODIVERSA and the Water JPI share interest in RDI actions on aquatic
ecosystems and ecosystem services. The Water JPI welcomes the proposal
of BIODIVERSA to collaborate in the area of "dynamics, conservation and
restoration of biodiversity and ecosystem services, with a particular focus on
degraded water bodies and aquatic ecosystems" through the launch of a joint
call.
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f. Do you have any other general comments on the core and transversal themes, and/or any
key documentation you think should be considered?
Please send any supporting documents (major scientific publications or reports to be
accounted for) to frederic.lemaitre@fondationbiodiversite.fr

5) Other activities

a. Please indicate whether you find it important for BiodivERsSA to implement the following
activities, beyond the launch of joint calls for research
Find more information on BiodivERsA's support for stakeholder engagement
(http.//www.biodiversa.org/702), the BiodivERsA database (http://www.biodiversa.org/8) and
BiodivERSA policy briefs (http://www.biodiversa.org/501)

Promoting the
excellence of the
research by using
scientific excellence O O O @ O
as the first selection
criterion in
BiodivERSA calls
Promoting the policy
and societal
relevance of the
research by using O O O O @
this as the second
selection criterion in
BiodivERSA calls
Supporting
biodiversity
researchers in the O O O @ O
engagement of
stakeholders
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Support the
development of
stronger links
between research
and innovation, for
example by giving
visibility to
Knowledge and
Technology Transfer
Organisations, or by
organising science-
business mobility
schemes for
BiodivERSA
researchers
Developing a
database of research
programmes,
research projects
and people
associated to
research projects
Mapping and
facilitating access to
research
infrastructures
Building capacities in
European
biodiversity research
(in particular mobility
schemes between
countries and
between mainland
and Overseas;
support to young
scientists)
Developing links with
other relevant
European and
international
initiatives
Support the
communication of
research results
beyond the research
realm (e.g. policy
briefs, options briefs,
feeding results in
IPBES assessments,
etc.)
Promoting national
programme
alignment

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

®

®

Please feel free to describe major utility/expectations concerning the above activities
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b. Are there other activities that you think BiodivERsA should consider implementing?

International cooperation. This will imply the development of an international
strategy that identifies countries with which RDI actions on biodiversity should
be carried out. Cooperation with those countries would aim at the launching of
common calls but also at information exchange, knowledge transfer and
infrastructure sharing.

c. Would you/your organisation be interested in establishing contact with BiodivERSA to:

[ |Get information about research results obtained by BiodivERsA-funded projects?

[ Be informed about future calls for proposals

[ Develop advisory, policy support tools in this area?

Support the development of paths between research and innovation in this area?

Participate in a mobility scheme with BiodivERsA project investigators?

Other (please describe)

Please tick this box if you would be interested in receiving information from BiodivERsA on its
activities? (6 monthly newsletters and punctual news flashes, no more than 1 a month)

[] |Mailing list
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