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The overarching aim of NETLAKE  is to build  

a network of sites and individuals that will support the development 

and deployment of sensor-based systems in lakes and reservoirs and 

promote the use of these systems to address both current and 

future water quality issues. 

 

NETLAKE:  Objectives 

Chair: Eleanor Jennings 



 Establish a forum on the use of lake monitoring stations using 
in situ sensor technology.  

 Provide an assessment of the current use of sensor technology 
on lakes in Europe. 

 Establish a standardised methodology for measurement and 
data analysis procedures for key parameters. 

 Define and address ecological and management relevant 
questions using the analysis tools developed within the group. 

 Utilise the potential of web-based, real time data for involving 
local groups and schools in lake science. 

NETLAKE:  Specific objectives 



What? Who? How? 

Meta-database 

 

Action website  

SOPs and QA/QC methods  
Workshops, Training Schools , 

Action website, Action symposium  

Data analysis tools 

Workshops, Training Schools , 

Action website,  

publications, Action symposium  

Case studies 

Workshops, Action website , 

 Action symposium  

Citizen science project 
Citizen scientist Training Schools, 

Network , Action website 

Educational materials 
Citizen scientist Training Schools, 

Network , Action website 

Website 

 

www 

Scientists 

European citizens 

Policy makers 
SMEs 

Water managers 

NETLAKE:  Objectives 



www.netlake.org 

NETLAKE Outcomes: metadatabase 
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NETLAKE Outcomes: practical guidance 



www.netlake.org 

NETLAKE Outcomes: citizen science 



www.netlake.org 

NETLAKE Outcomes: critical review 



Synergies with the Water JPI Theme 5 

 
Enabling Sustainable Management of Water Resources 

 

• Now have overview of current use of HFM of lakes and reservoirs in 

Europe though survey, metadatabase and Marce et al. paper. 

• HFM used for drinking water assessment, quality at recreational beaches, 

fisheries management as well as research 

• Built a community of scientists with strong links to each other, to 

managers, to citizens. 

• Undertook an assessment of cyanobacterial blooms at <300 lakes across 

Europe (NETLAKE and CyanoCOST Actions) 

• Gained insights into working with citizens to monitor water quality 
 



Key Knowledge Gaps 

 Need for applied research on HFM – most data used for basic 
research 

 Added value of data that are being collected for management – the 
syndrome of the gigabyte (Marce et al. 2016) 

 Useful to have data archives similar to common met data archives. 

 Assessment of use to citizens to inform water management – social 
science/science aspects: can this provide useful information as well 
as raising awareness? 

 Possibility exist to harness network of scientists for snapshot 
assessments as in European Multi-Lake Survey 
 

 



Project – Contact Details 

Website: www.netlake .org 

Contact: eleanor.jennings@dkit.ie 

 

Thanks to funders - COST Association  

and to Action participants 
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